RICHARD RODRIGUEZ: HUNGER OF MEMORY AS LITERARY ART

LITERARY REFERENCES

“CALIBAN” — In Shakespeare’s The Tempest (1623), the wizard and conqueror Prospero takes control of an island and its one inhabitant, the indigenous slave Caliban, who is compelled by fear of mental torture under the wizard’s spells, until he attempts to rebel by stealing Prospero’s books and becoming more skilled in his incantations that call invisible spirits to work magic on men’s minds. Caliban, like Othello, dramatizes England’s colonization of the exotic Other.

“This island's mine, by Sycorax my mother,
Which thou takest from me. When thou camest first,
Thou strokedst me and madest much of me, wouldst give me
Water with berries in't, and teach me how
To name the bigger light, and how the less,
That burn by day and night: and then I loved thee
And show'd thee all the qualities o' the isle,
The fresh springs, brine-pits, barren place and fertile:
Cursed be I that did so! All the charms
Of Sycorax, toads, beetles, bats, light on you!
For I am all the subjects that you have,
Which first was mine own king: and here you sty me
In this hard rock, whiles you do keep from me
The rest o' the island.

…

You taught me language; and my profit on't
Is, I know how to curse. The red plague rid you
For learning me your language!”

—Caliban, The Tempest, Act I, Scene II

“Be not afeard; the isle is full of noises,
Sounds and sweet airs, that give delight and hurt not.
Sometimes a thousand twangling instruments
Will hum about mine ears, and sometime voices
That, if I then had waked after long sleep,
Will make me sleep again: and then, in dreaming,
The clouds methought would open and show riches
Ready to drop upon me that, when I waked,
I cried to dream again.”

—Caliban, ACT III, Scene II

“PASTORAL” — Consider William Wordsworth’s invocation of pastoral poetry in “Ode: Intimations of Immortality, from Recollections of Early Childhood.” Here, he clearly associates the simplicity of childhood with the simple lives of lower-class shepherds, as a fantasy of escape from the troubles of adult life.

“No more shall grief of mine the season wrong;

I hear the Echoes through the mountains throng,

The Winds come to me from the fields of sleep,


And all the earth is gay …

Shout round me, let me hear thy shouts, thou happy Shepherd boy!”

—Stanza Three

THEMATIC ASSOCIATIONS & TENSIONS

Spanish, private, outside, ours, soft, Mexico, the past, family, home, quiet, intimate, Ricardo, foreigner

English, public, inside (power), theirs, hard, “America”, NOW, society, the city, loud, confident, Richard, native
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